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when we pushed on we had to change to man-power
to carry our loads. Not only were the horses suffer-
ing, but also such a high proportion of the men
that it became evident many would soon have to be
sent back.
At this point Valverde's Guide commenced to
grow vague. It gave landmarks of a nature that
could be found in different places a dozen times a
day. A "dry quebrada!" Why, the region was
nothing else but------except that they are not dry, at
least at the season we were there, and Valverde did
not say what time of the year he travelled in.
Similarly, his earlier references to "flechas,"
"sangurimas," and "forest," are little help, for after
four hundred years nature's work can make great
changes. Lakes with "cascades" abounded, and
very logically so. A breakaway, forming a bowl high
up in the sides of these mountains, is a common
occurrence. The flow of water into the bowl very
naturally forms a lake, the only outlet to which is
the narrow lip from which height the outflow pours
in a cascade many hundreds of feet to the valley-
floor below.
There are several groups of peaks fulfilling some
but not all of Valverde's conditions; and they can
be looked upon, therefore, as false peaks which have
lured many searchers astray. One magnificent
group of "Three Peaks in the form of a triangle"
we-did come upon; and on its declivities, true
enough, was a lake, a narrow outlet, and cascade.